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Fig. 1. The view commanding the Ichthyosaur Museum in Utatsu,
Minamisanriku-cho (April 4, 2011). The main exhibitions were on
the second floor of the larger building (right), and in situ
ichthyosaur fossil was exhibited in the smaller one (left).
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Fig. 2. Exhibition room of the Ichthyosaur Museum, Utatsu,
Minamisanriku-cho (April 4, 2011). Several ichthyosaur fossils
(Stenopterygius etc.) displayed on the wall were left safely, while
some cases were destroyed and moved.
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Fig. 3. On the floor of the exhibition room of the Ichthyosaur
Museum, some fossil specimens and other exhibits were scattered

with miscellaneous wreckage (April 4, 2011).
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Fig. 4. Fossil specimens found in the exhibition room of the
Ichthyosaur Museum (April 4, 2011). Most of the specimens were
left with sticker on which each specimen number was written, and
this helped to confirm the specimen without confusion.
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Fig. 5. Mud and sand with wood pieces covered in situ ichthyosaur
fossil in the Ichthyosaur Museum (April 4, 2011).
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Fig. 7. Site of the fossil Utatsusaurus, the world’s oldest ichthyosaur,
situated along the shore of Tatezaki, Utatsu, Minamisanriku-cho
(October 31, 2011). Several fossil bones of ichthyosaur were still
kept under the acrylic boards.
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Fig. 6. The in situ ichthyosaur fossil in the Ichthyosaur Museum
appeared safely after removing mud and sand (April 18, 2011).
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Fig. 8. Oshika Whale Land, Ayukawa, Ishinomaki City (April 28,
2011). A lot of debris caused by the tsunami was piled up around
the museum.
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Fig. 9. An exhibition room of the Oshika Whale Land, Ayukawa,
Ishinomaki City (April 28, 2011). A skeletal specimen of gray whale
appeared in darkness by receiving a flashlight.
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Fig. 11. The entrance
robby of the Oshika
Whale Land (April
28, 2011). The
tsunami flooded to
about 20 c¢cm high of
the 2nd floor. There
was relatively little
damage of exhibits in
the 2nd floor.
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Fig. 13. An exhibition room of “Marine-Pal Onagawa” (June 21,

2011). Some fossil specimens were displayed there. Mud overlaid

the floor, and oil polluted the whole room, however, the display

case avoided destruction while being covered with mud and oil.
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Fig. 10. A large quantity of debris intruded into the innermost
exhibition room of the first floor of the Oshika Whale Land (April
28, 2011).
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Fig. 12. The town area nearby the museum “Marine-Pal Onagawa”
(the building indicated by arrow) in Onagawa-cho (May 18, 2011).
Onagawa Bay can be seen behind the museum.
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Fig. 14. Rescuing specimens in “Marine-Pal Onagawa” (June 21,
2011). Specimens in the display case were buried among mud and
oil, but they could be found out by following senses of touch.
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Fig. 15. The public hall of Ogatsu, Ishinomaki City (May 18, 2011).
A bus left on the roof of the building.
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Fig. 16. A room of the 2nd floor of the public hall in Ogatsu (May
18, 2011). Here might be the space for displaying some specimens.
Except one crinoid fossil, specimen was not found.
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Fig. 17. Iwaizaki Promenade Center in Kesennuma City situated close
to the shore. The walls of the 1st and 2nd floors were destroyed

away (May 21, 2011).
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Fig. 18. Inside of the Iwaizaki Promenade Center (May 21, 2011).
Walls were destroyed, and steel frames of pillars and beams were
exposed.
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Fig. 19. Around the stairs connecting the 1st and the 2nd floors of
the Iwaizaki Promenade Center (May 21, 2011). Some fossil
specimens were found in these stairs.
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Fig. 20. Specimens (brachiopod fossils etc.) rescued in the Iwaizaki
Promenade Center (May 21, 2011). These were found in the stairs
showed in Fig.19.



