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Report on activities to rescue natural-history specimens in Miyagi
Prefecture for restoration of museum activities in the damaged area
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Abstract. The 2011 earthquake off the Pacific coast of Tohoku and the subsequent tsunami severely damaged
many cultural facilities along the eastern coast of Japan. The Committee for Salvaging Cultural Properties was
established in Tokyo through an appeal to the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and the local headquarters of the
Committee in Miyagi was established in the Sendai City Museum beginning April 19. The staffs of local museums
and the Cultural Properties Protection Section of Miyagi Prefecture joined operations to salvage cultural properties
in Miyagi. Tohoku University Museum joined this enterprise to salvage natural-history collections from 6 facilities.
Many museum collections were lost in this disaster, but most of the collections exhibited in the Utatsu Ichthyosaur
Museum were successfully rescued. After emergency salvage operations decreased, the Miyagi Liaison Conference
for preserving damaged cultural properties was established to assume salvage operations from the local
headquarters, which was closed by the end of July.

In anticipation of the next disaster, manuals for salvaging cultural properties from damaged facilities should
be prepared based on our direct experience; detailed information on the location of specimens will be required,
and contact addresses for specimen managers and curators. As disaster-affected cultural properties are returned
from restoration to the damaged museums, many curators will be needed to resume museum activities, including
research, exhibition, and education. To secure the many curators needed in the damaged area, we must consider
flexible solutions, including establishment of NPOs for reconstructing damaged museums with financial support
from the disaster-affected museums recovery project.
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Fig. 1. Schematic chart of the organization of the first-aid and salvage
project for disaster-affected cultural properties in Miyagi Prefecture.
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Fig. 2. Map showing the locations of disaster-affected museums
rescued by Tohoku University Museum in the southern Sanriku
area of Miyagi Prefecture (after the 1/100000 overview map of the
3.11 tsunami-flooded area published by the Geospatial Information
Authority of Japan).
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Table 1. Chronology of salvage and first-aid activities undertaken by
Tohoku University Museum for damaged museums in Miyagi

Prefecture.
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Fig. 3. Damage to the Iwaisaki Promenard Center, viewed from
seaward side. Photo taken on May 21, 2011.
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Fig. 4. Damage to the front of the Utatsu Ichthyosaur Museum
(Fisheries Promotion Center) in Minamisanriku Town. Photo taken
on April 4, 2011.
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Fig. 5. Damage to the exhibition room on the second floor of the
Utatsu Ichthyosaur Museum (Fisheries Promotion Center) in
Minamisanriku Town. Photo taken on April 4, 2011.
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Fig. 7. Damage to Marinepal Onagawa, viewed from the downtown
area of Onagawa Town. Photo taken on May 18, 2011.
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Fig. 8. Damage to the exhibition room on the first floor of Marinepal
Onagawa. Photo taken on May 18, 2011.
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Fig. 9. Damage to the front of Oshika Whale Land at Ayukawa,
Ishinomaki City. Photo taken on April 28, 2011.
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Fig. 10. Damage to the approach to the exhibition rooms on the first
floor of Oshika Whale Land at Ayukawa, Ishinomaki City. Photo
taken on April 28, 2011.
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