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A dermochelyid sea turtle from the Upper Cretaceous (Late Campanian) Izumi
Group of Shionoe, Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture, Western Japan
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Abstract. A partial skeleton of Mesodermochelys undulatus Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996 (Testudines:
Chelonioidea: Dermochelyidae), with carapace estimated as 1.3 m long, was collected from the Late
Cretaceous (early Late Campanian) Izumi Group at Shionoe, Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture,
Western Japan. This occurrence supports the presence of highly localized sea turtle fauna dominated
by Mesodermochelys in the sea adjacent to Japan during the Late Cretaceous.
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ZF%# AF Family Dermochelyidae Gray, 1825

Mesodermochelys undulatus Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996
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1. Mesodermochelys undulatus Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996 ®#54H# (TKPM.GFV126) OREHIMISE (ke @ 7)1 R R i EITaT) .
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Fig 1. Locality (%) of TKPM-GFV126, a partial skeleton of Mesodermochelys undulatus Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996 at Shionoe,
Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture. 1:25,000 topographic maps of “Sanuki-shionoe” and “Kawahigashi” published by the

Geographical Survey Institute of Japan are used.
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Fig 2. TKPM-GFV126, a partial skeleton of Mesodermochelys undulatus Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996 from Shionoe,
Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture. A and B. skeleton and its outlines contained in a larger block. LHP. left
hypoplastron (dorsal view exposed); RC4?. right 4th costal (ventral view); RC5?. right 5th costal (ventral view); RP3.
right 3rd peripheral (ventral view); RP5. right 5th peripheral (dorsal view); RP6. right 6th peripheral (ventral view); C
and D. left 6th peripheral (dorsal and ventral views) and left scapula in a smaller block (anterior and posterior views).
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(Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996; Hirayama, 1997, 1998).
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